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EGN Concept  - Possible service architecture & data flow

Existing WFS services?

Access & security   
issues?

...
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EGNEntryID

Name by which the feature is known

Character string which uniquely identifies the 
gazetteer entry

EGNFeatureName +

Address of the location of the feature

EGNLocation +

Geometry of a feature is stored compliant to ISO

EGNSpatialLocation +

A reference to a feature classification

EGNFeatureClassif. +

Geometadata about this feature

EGNMetadata +

EGN 
Gazetteer 
Entry

EGN Conceptual data model

Issue still to 
be solved
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Name

A character string holding the ISO language 
code of the language of the feature name

EGNFeatureName +

defines the lifetime of the feature

startDate and endDate

Name by which the feature is known

Language

A character string holding the status of the 
name, e.g. current, official,…

Status

Is a pointer to an audio file which plays how the 
feature name is spoken

PronunciationAudio

Is the unique identifier in the National Gazetteer

nationalUniqueID

Holds a representation of the feature name using 
the International Phonetic Alphabet

IPAs

Is an entry in the EGNGenderCode, EGNPlurality

Gender & Plurality

EGN Conceptual data model

Issue still to 
be solved
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Character string holding the ISO country code

countryCode

Is the EGNEntryID of the 1st level administrative unit 
in which the feature is located

region

Is the EGNEntryID of the city, town or village in 
which the feature can be found

municipality
EGNLocation
(indirect referencing to permit 
association of descriptive information 
about the location of a feature )

+

A character string holding the features post code if 
available

postcode

Character string holding the street address of the 
feature if available

streetAddress

EGN Conceptual data model

Cannot be 
provided by 

many NMCAs
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Issues still to be solved – Status fields

The EGN Consortium will find a way ... 

The field 'status' provides information about the status of the name. 

One of the "unique selling points" for EGN:   dealing with official 
data.

Germany: indicates names which are of status "official" whereas others are not.
(status field determines "official", "open" , "in use“ and name types "full form", "short form").

Norway: indicates several status within the process of standardizing a name.
(e.g. "Accepted according to former provisions", "Proposed", "Authorized by the provisions of 
the Place name Act single names", "Decision appealed", "Rejected").

Cyprus: all names maintained in the databases are of status "official".
(they had been approved by the Permanent Commitee on Geographical Names beforehand).
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Issues still to be solved – Feature classification

The design of its own feature classification is outside the scope 
of the EGN project

⇒ use of an existing scheme

Restrictions:

• compliance to the INSPIRE directive

• mapping to EuroRegionalMap (ERM) scheme

The EGN Consortium will find a way ... 

⇒ The Alexandra Data Library (ADL) does offer an alternative!
Comparison of Alexandra Data Library (ADL) Feature classification with 
existing classification schemes.



Co-funded by the
Community programme
eContentplus

Issues still to be solved – Exonyms

How to consider / administer exonyms in a database linked to 
the respective endonyms in a SDI?

- a provider of exonyms in a certain language is very often different 
from the holder/owner of a national database 
(e.g. StAGN  - BKG)

- who is providing exonyms? 
-> several sources (e.g. Wikipedia? validated?)

- how the referencing between exonyms and endonyms is carried out? 
-> unique object/feature and / or name identifier (IDs!)

- …

The EGN Consortium will find a way... 
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Thank you for your attention

Dr. Jörn Sievers Pier-Giorgio Zaccheddu

EuroGeoNames-Project Coordinator EuroGeoNames Project Manager

Bundesamt für Kartographie und Geodäsie (BKG)
Richard-Strauß-Allee 11

D-60598 Frankfurt am Main

joern.sievers@bkg.bund.de
pier.zaccheddu@bkg.bund.de

… we need your cooperation!!!
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